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The National Trust exists to look after special places for ever and
for everyone. Yet it does not do so in avacuum. Sometimes
circumstances arise that challenge our ability to care for places
according to our usual methods.

Major infrastructure projects — new roads, railways, airports
and so on - can represent one such challenge. An estimated
£500 billion-worth of investment by 2020 is currently ‘on the
Government’s book’ to replace exhausted power stations,
upgrade transport networks and meet carbon-reduction
targets. Infrastructure projects create jobs and help businesses
to thrive - vital in today’s economic climate. But they also need
to be physically located somewhere, and this is where the
potential for conflict with our aims can sometimes arise.

In the past we’ve been affected by road and airport schemes
some of which have involved the compulsory purchase of our
land, others have involved visual or noise impacts.

Nevertheless, there are usually ways in which places can
change and adapt in order to accommodate new features
without destroying their essential spirit. The task for the Trust is

Beauty (AONB). It also crosses the park at Hartwell House near

will bring. It is difficult to blame them, not least those who are
~ set to lose their homes or livelihoods as a consequence.

wthSz the principal difficulty for the Trust arises

ine leaves London. In order to get to Birmingham it
through the heart of the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural

Aylesbury, a Trust property that operates as a Historic House
Hotel and is renowned for its beauty and tranquillity.
Many people locally are devastated at the upheaval the line

Compensation is, of course, on offer, but sometimes no price is
enough to match the value of the places that we cherish most.

Setting aside the wider economic and transport arguments
around the project, ouraim with HS2 is to try to find the best
possible design and mitigation for Hartwell House, the Chilterns
and, importantly, for the people of Aylesbury and its surrounding
communities. So, we have been talking to local stakeholders to
devise a scheme that blends the railway line into the landscape as
much as possible at reasonable cost to the taxpayer.

Our proposals include acquiring additional land either side of
the railway line to give room for the necessary landscaping and
other measures. These include a 600m ‘land bridge’ for the
route as it crosses through the Hartwell House Estate and next
to Fairford Leys. This would involve building the land up on
either side of the line, then placing a lid on top, with vegetation
and tree planting covering it. Wide, landscaped embankments
which would screen trains and conceal noise barriers and
security fencing would also feature. If the scheme goes ahead
we hope that the Government will include our proposals and
that these will have wider benefits, if the principles behind
them can be adopted elsewhere.




x

y
ﬂ,
£
i

the National Trust.”

PROPERTIES

o 2 s e s e R B G

3 Katé Ahern,

suchastimsebemgpmposedby

ﬂmnanowcomdomftherai
line itself’

Waddesdon Estate ® Harowell House S
o Coombe Hill

Area of Qutstanding -

NaturalBeauty

4. Claire Graves,
Trust Senior
Projectand
Stakeholder

~ Manager

What is her role?

=4




Cristian Barnett/National Trust Images; John Bigelow Taylor

© The National Trust, Waddesdon Manor

A. The proposed route of HS2 takes it past Coombe Hill at the north-west
boundary of the Chilterns AONB. Where the rail line emerges fromagreen
tunnel at Wendover, the portal and emerging line will be clearly visible from
Coombe Hill. The route then passes through the estate at Hartwell House.

It continues around the Waddesdon Estate, and will be visible from the
manor, before it continues past Claydon House. The likely position of the
maintenance depot at Calvert means there will potentially be light pollution.
Impacts of construction are not yet known, but among the issues of

noise, vibration and dust is disruption to roads and the knock-on effect

on access to our sites.

A.We don’t have an official position on transport. We exist to protect special
places for ever, for everyone. As a charity, we just don’t have the resources
required to research and mform an overall, national approach to transport
infrastructure. We do. however, respond to individual infrastructure
proposals on the basis of theirimpact on our places.

A. It is not within the National Trust’s remit to comment on the business
case for HS2.

A. While we're opposed to the proposed route of HS2, if it is to go ahead, we
are keen to make it the best scheme it can possibly be with the least possible
negative impact on peopie. the environment and our properties. To achieve
this, we are taking the opportunity to engage with HS2 Ltd while there is
room for negotiztion over the design and mitigation of the line. We are
talking to loca! peopie 2nd organisations to understand the concerns of
everyone, which ar= sefieczad in our ongoing negotiations with HS2 Ltd.
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drawing shows how The smgact of the fine
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« Transport Secretary Andrew Adonis announces proposals fora
high-speed rail network. A new 335-mile (539km) Y-shaped rail network
would, the Department for Transport claims, bring the West Midlands
within about halfan hour of London, and deliver journey times of 75
minutes or less from Leeds, Sheffield and Manchester to the capital.

+ The first phase of the programme would link London with Birmingham
and details of the route were recommended by the company it set up in
20009 to advise on high-speed rail services between London and
Scotland, High Speed Two Ltd (HS2 Ltd).

+ HS2 Ltd publishes its high-level assessment of the two options fora
national high-speed rail network. It concludes that a Y-shaped network
would deliver substantially higher benefits than the alternative - the
‘reverse S'. This would take a high-speed route to Manchesterand
West Yorkshire. '

- HS2 Ltd publishes its report on options for reducing the environmental
impact of its recommended route north of the Chilterns.

- The National Trust is aware of the implications of a route via the
Chilterns AONB and affecting four Trust properties at Coombe Hill,
Waddesdon, Hartwell and Claydon.

The Transport Secretary launches the high-speed rail consultation which
will run until 29 July 2011

National Trust and Historic House Hotels Ltd submit a formal response
to the high-speed rail consultation. This raises objections in principle toa
route that crosses the Chilterns AONB and will dramatically affect the
setting and amenity of a number of historic properties.

- Decision to proceed with development of a national high-speed rail
network announced. -
« Route for phase 1(London to West Midlands) announced.

+ National Trust project established to achieve best possible mitigation
for the line. Work starts on developing relationships with local
community groups and stakeholders, including MPs, Buckinghamshire
County Council, Aylesbury Vale District Council and parish councils.

+ Consultation on draft Environment Statement, dealingwith
assessment of impacts that include noise, visual impacts, landscape
impacts and impacts on cultural heritage. National Trust
submits representations.

National Trust appoints a team of consultants to help give technical steer
for negotiations with HS2, including a landscape character expert,
landscape architect, rail engineer and noise expert (see panel).

- Consultation on compensation proposals and safeguarding of the
phase 1(London to West Midlands) route.

- National Trust proposal for HS2 route around Aylesbury confirmed
and presented formally to HS2 Ltd.

- Agreed compensation policy in place.
- Consultation on Environmental Statement for phase 1
(London-West Midlands).

Introduction of a hybrid bill to provide necessary powers to construct
and operate phase 1 (London to West Midlands) of the railway.

Consdmionmprefenedm'uteforphase2 (Leeds, Manchesterand Heathrow).

Government’s announcement of the chosen route for phase 2.
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